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ANDALUSIA

ÅHas been in the Biddle Family for over 200 years

ÅBecame a historic museum in 1977

Å1980 - The Andalusia Foundation was established

ÅNational Historic Landmark

ÅA not for profit 501 C-3

ÅMaintain 100 acres: the main house, gardens, and 
additional support buildings 

ÅA balance between private and public

ÅTours of the house and the garden are by 
appointment 



ABOUT ANDALUSIA: 

HOUSE HISTORY
Å1795 house and surrounding 100 acres purchased by John 

Craig. 

ïNamed Andalusia in 1801 for Craigôs business partner Senor 
Sarmiento, from the province in Spain Andalucia. 

ï1st house renovations 1806-08, by Latrobe

ÅRegency/Federal Architectural Style

ÅBiddle commissions the 2nd house renovations 1835-36, by 
Thos. U.Walter

ïGreek Revival Architectural style

ÅBetween 1815 and 1838 additional buildings are 
constructed/expanded on the property: the billiard house 
(1815/16), the grotto (1834), the cottage (1838)



ABOUT ANDALUSIA: 

NICOLAS BIDDLE
Å1786-1844

ÅMarried Jane Craig in 1811, has been in the Biddle 
family since then.

ÅPresident of the 2nd Bank of the United States 
1816-1836, a 20 yr charter by the legislature. 
Holds all the states notes and therefore controls 
credit. 

ÅFew interests fascinated him more than 
agriculture. A Renaissance man, devoted much of 
his time to developing Andalusia as an innovative 
farm.



ABOUT ANDALUSIA:

PROPERTY HISTORY

ÅGraperies (constructed in1834):
ï Interested in grape culture: growing fine table grapes

ï Experiments started in 1831

ï Thos. U. Walter designed pumping station, stoke houses and hot houses in 
1834, $20,000. Walls were 120 ft. in length 

ï Used for the house, surpluses were donated to charity and sold for fresh 
fruit in the winter. Also grew Nectarines, berries, etc. 

ï Lasted until 1870 when destroyed in a storm, never rebuilt

ÅMulberry trees and silk industry (1838-39): 
ï Acres of mulberry trees 

ï Failed due to the cold Philadelphia climate

ÅGuernsey herd of cattle introduced in (1838): 
ï Pride of Andalusia for over a century (no longer present on the property)

ÅStables contained some of the countries finest race horses, 

now rescue horses



PROPERTY HISTORY 

CONTINUED
ÅGreen Walk:
ïStarted in the 1930ôs (the perennial rock gardens). Formerly box wood 

hedge, later fence added.

ïIn the 1960ôs-70ôs the dwarf conifers and Asian specimens were added 
from the former local Bergmanôs property and nursery. Design 
collaboration between Mr. James Biddle and the Bergmanôs.

ÅPool Gardens:
ïEstablished as a gift from James Biddle to his mother in the 1950ôs

ïTraditionally pink-red and yellow colors

ÅWalled Garden:
ïFormerly the graperies till 1870

ïEvolved into vegetable, fruit and flower gardens until the 1940ôs (Mrs. 
Letitia Glenn Biddle and Mrs. Katherine Biddle)

ïNow Rose Garden and quadrants of Ilex óGreen Lustreô formerly 
boxwood (Mrs. Katherine Biddle and Mr. James Biddle)

ïWalls were retained and support wisteria and approx. 110 varieties of 
roses (old heirloom, climbing varieties and hybrid tea)



PROJECT: PART ONE

ÅVolunteered for Barry Cyphers

ïThe head horticulturalist

ÅAided with the tree and shrub inventory:
ïStarted by Barry in 2009

ïHas inventoried ~70 trees and shrubs between the river and the main 
house

ïPrimary concerns are for tree tagging (# tag), height, size, health 
condition, whether any major pruning needs to occur, if it is 
disrupting any structural foundations. A reference location 
measurement is also taken. All information is recorded in an excel 
spreadsheet.  

ïRecording deccessioned (trees will still have the same number 
assigned)

ïThere is very little past documentation found related to the property 
planning/development so far. Documents are still being archived.



PROJECT: PART ONE

ÅI inventoried and recorded 166 trees and shrubs, 
31 of which were for the specimen tree and shrub 
walk (additional were added to tour-guide walk).

ÅTyped up and added to Barryôs Inventory. 

ïThis included measuring locations, DBH, and 
evaluating the trees and shrubs. 

ïAlso did rough sketches included in handwritten notes 
of the inventoried areas.

ïPhotographed every plant to document current 
condition and location 

ÅAided with the establishment and future 
development of an account with

ïhttp://www.plantmapper.com/



PROJECT: PART ONE 

HOW I INVENTORIED:

ÅTools used: tape measure and measuring wheel, 

recording sheets

ÅUsed fixed points to measure off of for locations

ÅDBH is calculated by dividing the diameter inches 

by 3.125 which is equivalent to 1ò on a trees 

diameter 

ÅUsed Dirr to identify plants in the cottage west 

area and confirmed the identification with Barry.   



PROJECT: PART TWO

ÅSpecimen Tree and Shrub Walk:

ïA Walking Tour for Guests and Guides

Å31 trees were inventoried, described, and organized into a 
walking tour for guests. This will expand the existing 
garden tour format for the guides. 

ÅA separate write-up was made for the tour-guides with 
directions and a few extra plants. 

ÅThe existing self-guided property tour pamphlet was used 
for the format and map, but is a separate pamphlet. 

ÅThe possibility of having a virtual tour of specimens on the 
Andalusia website was discussed and is still in the 
thoughts, but will not be occurring for a long time. 

ïSimilar to Haverford College virtual tour website: 
http://www.haverford.edu/arboretum/collections/virtual_tour.php


