Ambler Campus Sustainability Council
Wednesday, February 3, 2009
3:00 – 4:30
Learning Center 309

In Attendance: 
Cheryl Lesser, Kyle Guie, Lynn Mandarano, Wanda Lewis Campbell, Sequoia Rock, Grace Chapman, Jeffery Featherstone, Mahbubur Meenar, Nina Morris, Anna Boisnic, Donna Fabry, Garret Byma, Saul Katzman, Mary Myers, Chloe Maher, Sue McCafferty
1. Sandra McDade, Office of Sustainability: Due to the inclement weather Sandra was unable to make it to Ambler campus.  Lynn explained the main points of Sandra’s agenda:
-National Teach in on Global Warming which took place 2/4 & 2/5.  
-Recyclemania (recyclemania.org) which started on 2/1 will last until 4/8 as a competition among college campuses to recycle the most material.
-Energy Conservation guidelines were implemented on 12/1/08 and can be found on Temple’s sustainability website.  This initiative includes new light switch stickers for the ambler campus reminding users to turn off the lights when not in use.  
-New Green Purchasing Policy for the University can also be found on Temple’s sustainability website as well as the Universities purchasing website.  Some new purchasable items include: new recycling containers, green cabinetry made from sustainably grown wood, soy based printing cartridges, and new student move-in tubs.
2. Grace Chapman talked about the Arboretum and Greenhouse Sustainability Project.  There is a new organic garden divided into 20 plots (and is currently taking reservations), organic rodent control through the use of barn cats is being utilized as is organic soil, which is made up of rice hulls rather than exhaustive vermiculite.  Another initiative being undertaken is rice husk pots which are completely compostable.  These will be initially used for the LAHORT display at the Philadelphia Flower Show.  The display will also feature local plant species following an Italian Green Renaissance theme.  
This coming season the LAHORT Dept. will be planting a bee garden which will attract the ever dwindling bee population through the presence of nectar producing plants.  The garden will be augmented by a visit from the Montgomery Bee Keepers Association, hopefully, in spring 2009.  
The Dept. is also working on cataloguing the plant species on campus as a mapped inventory to show disparities in local plant species.  
Ambler Campus will undergo a Sustainable Site Plan, which is commonly referred to as ‘the LEED for landscapes’, as a hopeful and potential pilot site for this certification (sustainablesites.org).
Deer protection system is guarding the Arboretum and campus gardens by emitting a high frequency pitch easily heard by and offensive to deer.  Because this high frequency pitch can be heard by humans, especially women and young children it is currently on a timer.  
3. Updates from work groups:
Energy:  Cheryll Lesser told us that main campus is following through with an energy conservation plan to assign an energy ambassador for each building responsible for dictating BMPs in energy use.  There is no scheduled meeting however.  
Transportation:  Last Friday (1/30) Brad Flamm became chair of the transportation committee and Ambler ambassador to that committee.  They pledged to aggressively improve a new commuting plan for Temple University. 
Earthfest:  Meenar talked about Earthfest and asked for any ideas.  Earthfest will be held 4/24/09.
4. CRP Studio Presentation:
Nina Morris, the graduate representative for this semester’s graduate studio reviewed their idea for formulating an Ambler College and Campus Sustainable Strategic Plan and then accepted ideas.

The next meeting will be held Wednesday March, 4 at 3:30pm in the LC room 309.


“Our mission is to inspire collaboration and action that moves Temple University Ambler toward becoming a model of sustainability and environmental responsibility.”

