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Temple Today
Temple University’s commitment to access and excellence is exemplified by our faculty, students, campus growth, community programs, economic impact and global presence.  However, there is no better demonstration of the fulfillment of our mission than the diversity, size and demographics of our student population.
Enrollment has grown steadily, increasing more than 29 percent since 1998, with more than 36,000 students enrolled at the start of this academic year.  These figures represent the highest enrollment in nearly three decades.  Temple’s enrollment includes nearly 8,000 graduate and professional students, making us the fifth largest provider of professional education in the nation, with programs in medicine, pharmacy, podiatry, law, health professions and dentistry. (Slides #1 & #2.)
Temple is consistently recognized as one of the most diverse educational institutions in the nation.  One in three of our new undergraduate students report their ethnicity as African-American, Asian, Hispanic, or Native American.  The Princeton Review recently designated Temple the most diverse school in the United States based on surveys of current students.  Each year, the journal Diverse – Issues in Higher Education ranks institutions according to the number of baccalaureate degrees awarded to African-Americans.  In Diverse’ 2008 ranking, Temple placed first in Pennsylvania and sixth nationally behind four historically black colleges and Georgia State.  (Slides #3 and #4.)
Our student population is rooted in Pennsylvania, with more than 78 percent of the 8,224 freshmen and transfer students new to Temple this academic year coming from the Commonwealth, including 23.5 percent from the City of Philadelphia, 38.3 percent from its suburban counties and 16.7 percent from elsewhere in the state. (Slide #5.)  The top feeder schools for Temple freshmen continue to be Philadelphia area high schools, with Central High as the highest.  While our student population remains rooted in Pennsylvania, we are increasingly global, with students coming from 49 states and 118 nations.
Another demonstration of Temple’s commitment to access, 49 percent of new students this year have transferred from other institutions, accounting for nearly 4,000 students.  Temple and twelve of the region’s community colleges have articulation agreements that guarantee transfer admission to the university.  Since this program began ten years ago, nearly 15,000 community college students have entered the dual admissions program with the intent of transferring to Temple.  (Slide #6.)
Academics, Faculty and Research
Under the leadership of Provost Lisa Staiano-Coico, Temple University has undertaken a comprehensive academic planning process that produced an agenda of measureable objectives to advance every aspect of the university’s academic mission.  Completed last summer, the report will integrate with comprehensive facilities and financial plans also underway to become the university’s master strategic plan.  Taken together, these plans will establish a blueprint for growth and success long into Temple’s future.
Temple is fortunate to be served by an extraordinarily committed and talented faculty who teach our undergraduates, mentor our graduate students and conduct important research in a wide array of disciplines.  However, a significant portion of our esteemed faculty will retire in the coming years.  (Slide #7.)  We have responded to this emerging trend by recruiting eminently qualified and able teachers and scholars to join the Temple community.  We are in the middle of a successful recruiting campaign to ensure that our faculty stays strong.  In our recruiting efforts over the past three years, Temple has aggressively sought to add more women and people of color to the faculty.  (Slide #8.)
Since 2004, Temple has hired more than 250 new faculty, who have been recruited from centers of learning across the United States, including Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Brown, Michigan, Wisconsin-Madison, Minnesota, the University of Chicago, Berkeley, UCLA and Texas at Austin, and from leading universities abroad such as Oxford.  For Fall 2007, we hired 66 new tenured and tenure-track faculty.
As Temple builds its faculty, we are also developing a stronger research enterprise to ensure our continued advancement as a major public research institution.  Dr. Larry Lemanski, an accomplished researcher in cellular, molecular and developmental biology and leading research administrator, serves Temple as Senior Vice President of Research and Strategic Initiatives.  His primary responsibility is to reinforce and expand Temple University’s research capacity, including sponsored research, technology transfer, intellectual property, corporate partnerships and federal relations.  As Temple becomes more creative and assertive in seeking multiple sources of grant support and partnerships, we are likely to double levels of funded research over the next five years while generating a greater number of patents, licensing agreements and startup companies.  
Campus and Neighborhood Transformation
Temple is now in the midst of a far-reaching capital program that is transforming campus into an exciting, inviting place that draws the best faculty and students from all over the world.  The age of our buildings and the growing size of our student body have created the need for a major capital construction and renewal program at the university.  The end result of Temple’s program of construction and renovation will be a dramatic leap forward in the quality, capacity and beauty of the facilities.
Supported by significant state funding, four landmark projects underway will truly transform Temple: a new home on Main Campus for Tyler School of Art; Alter Hall, the new facility for the Fox School of Business and Management; a new state-of-the-art facility for the School of Medicine at the Health Sciences Campus, the largest construction project in Temple history; and the renovation of the historic Baptist Temple, which is being transformed into a multi-purpose special events center for the university and community. (Slides #9, #10, #11 and #12.) 
At the same time, Temple University’s substantial investments in its security force and infrastructure are creating a safe environment for living and learning; our recent crime statistics demonstrate Part I offenses on Temple’s Main Campus for 2008 remain below 2006 levels. 
Our safe and vibrant campus and community have been the catalyst for an explosive growth in private investment in off-campus student residential properties and retail businesses.  Ten thousand students live on or near campus — more than twice the number in 2002.  Fall 2008 occupancy rates for all Temple owned housing was 100.7 percent.  Since 2002, private investors have spent more than $200 million on real estate development in our North Philadelphia Neighborhood.  A symbol of the revitalization of North Central Philadelphia is the Avenue North complex at Broad and Cecil B. Moore.  The 78,000-square-foot retail and cinema complex is the largest private development in generations. It includes the multi-screen Pearl Theatre and housing for 1,200 students.
The Commonwealth’s extraordinary support for all of these capital projects is critical to this growth, and we are deeply appreciative of your investment in our future.
Neighborhood and Community Programs
Temple is dedicated to strengthening the ties to our North Philadelphia neighbors and community:  through community and neighborhood councils that bring together leaders, residents and university representatives; by hiring residents who live in the areas immediately surrounding Main Campus; by encouraging investment in our neighborhoods; and by expanding safety and security initiatives beyond campus.  (Slide #13 and #14.)
In addition, the work of Temple scholars has an enormous impact, often with particular regional relevance.  For example, studies of literacy, obesity and minority healthcare and research supporting the chemical, pharmaceutical and hospitality industries have immediate impact and longstanding effects.  As well, innumerable student outreach programs and projects that serve the community are thriving.  Temple is committed to expanding this community service, as well as the partnerships with government, business, non-profits, foundations and private donors that have enabled much of our success. 
Global Presence
Beyond our North Philadelphia neighborhood, Temple has a tremendous presence in the global community, with campuses and programs around the world.  As we expand and articulate our international mission in both teaching and research, we reinforce Temple’s and the Commonwealth’s role in the international economic community. (Slide #15.)
Temple University has the oldest and largest American university in Japan. Founded in 1982, Temple University Japan (TUJ) is the first “Foreign University” to be recognized by Japan’s Ministry of Education. Temple can also boast about its campus in Rome, one of the largest and longest-standing programs in Italy.  Temple students study around the world, participating in Temple programs in Brazil, Costa Rica, France, Germany, Ghana, India, Mexico, Spain and the United Kingdom.  Temple’s Law School offers several programs that are having a profound effect on the development of rule of law in China by educating lawyers, judges and other legal professionals in the principles of Western law.  Temple also recently finalized cooperative arrangements that will allow students from leading universities in Taiwan and South Korea to receive a bachelor's degree from their home university and a master's degree from Temple.
Alumni and Economic Impact
One of the most important contributions Temple makes to the community is in the form of its graduates—men and women educated for success.  A striking statistic underscores Temple’s pervasive reach:  approximately one of every eight college-educated residents in the Philadelphia metropolitan region holds a Temple degree. More than half of Temple’s 243,200 alumni live and work in the greater Philadelphia area, and nearly 60 percent live in Pennsylvania.  (Slide #16.)  Temple graduates are the doctors, dentists, lawyers and teachers at the heart of communities across the Commonwealth.  They are leaders in the media, the arts, social services and in government. 
In addition to the brainpower that Temple infuses into the region, the university generates billions for the economies of Philadelphia, the Greater Philadelphia region and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Annual direct expenditures provide $1.5 billion in impact to the city, $2.7 billion to the region and $3.2 billion to the state, and generate 33,000 jobs in Pennsylvania, including 18,500 in Philadelphia alone.  These figures do not include the significant impact of the Temple University Health System, which creates an additional $2.1 billion in additional economic activity in the Commonwealth.
Need for Investment—Access and Affordability for Students
Temple is committed to putting the opportunity of a great education within reach of students at every income level.  The university focuses on maintaining affordability and containing tuition increases, and dedicates substantial funding to financial aid each year.  However, Temple serves a population in which an exceptional number of families demonstrate financial need.  
70 percent of Temple undergraduates need financial aid. 79 percent of our students work at least part-time while studying full-time, often delaying their academic progress.  The average undergraduate leaves Temple with $29,809 in debt. 
Although we have increased efforts, we are currently not meeting our students’ full demonstrated need.  In the past five years, the total number of awards has increased 8.7 percent and the total amount of aid awarded has increased 26 percent to $438,982,947.  Although loans continue to comprise a large percentage of total aid, Temple has worked hard to increase the number of grants and scholarships to students.  Over the past five years, Temple grants and scholarships have increased by 43 percent, the highest percentage increase of any aid source over those years.
One of the factors key to Temple’s affordability is its appropriation from the Commonwealth.  In the past, this funding has helped close the gap between the true cost of a Temple education and the price students are asked to pay.  The most recent measures place Pennsylvania 44th nationally, 33 percent below the national average in its funding of higher education.  (Slide #17.)  
Low levels of public support equal higher tuition.  The Commonwealth’s appropriation to Temple University per student has declined 24 percent over the past several years from $7,713 in FY00 to $5,881 in FY09.  Even given these challenges, Temple has, through careful management, held tuition increases to a minimum.  (Slide #18 and #19.)
Temple University and our state-related partners, the Pennsylvania State University and the University of Pittsburgh, are three of the nation’s five most expensive public institutions.  Higher tuition increases the debt burden on graduating students and negatively affects the decision to attend college of many residents, particularly those from low-income and minority backgrounds, with many opting not to attend at all.  As Pennsylvania transitions from a manufacturing to a service economy, a college education will be a requirement for an increasing number of entry-level professional positions. Low support for higher education can have tragic consequences for the Commonwealth’s future workforce. 
Conclusion
Temple’s mission to provide access to superior education for committed and capable students of all backgrounds has the power to transform Pennsylvania’s most plentiful resource—its young people—into its greatest asset.  A skilled, educated and committed workforce with smart, innovative and dedicated leaders will ensure the growth of the Commonwealth’s economy for generations to come.

The very famous Philadelphian, Benjamin Franklin, said, “An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”
Temple is a solid investment.  We are pursuing an ambitious agenda that builds on our traditional programmatic strengths to expand our international presence and position the university as a national leader in education, research and service.  In addition, Temple has received strong external validation of its financial health.  In giving the university an A-Plus rating (in May 2005), Standard and Poor’s specifically cited the “solid demand” for comprehensive academic programs on both the undergraduate and graduate/professional levels.  Standard and Poor’s affirmed this rating in 2006.  Moody’s was similarly upbeat the year before, upgrading Temple’s long-term underlying debt rating from A2 to A1, predicting that “Temple University will maintain favorable student demand for the foreseeable future given its position as the Philadelphia area’s principal public university, large enrollment and significant program diversity.”  Moody’s affirmed the rating in April 2008.






PAGE  
Temple University, March 2, 2009, Page 5

[image: image1.jpg]